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Twenty Years!

On October 1, 2011 we celebrate twenty years since the founding of the Polish Genealogical
Society of Greater Cleveland. It was the idea of Edward Mendyka, who after realizing that other
cities had Polish genealogy societies, decided to see if there was an interest in establishing such
a group in Cleveland. With the permission of Father Ralph Bodziony, the pastor of Saint John
Cantius Parish, Ed circulated fliers about establishing a Polish genealogy society at St. John
Cantius’ Polish Heritage Festival on Labor Day weekend, 1991. To Ed’s amazement, twenty-five
people expressed an interest in establishing a genealogy society. The details of the founding of the
group can be found in the special fifteenth anniversary issue, published in October, 2006.

In twenty years there have been many changes. The people who came together to form the
genealogy group have welcomed many new members, and sadly, have lost many former members.
Cleveland, the home to so many Polish immigrants, has experienced many changes since 1991.
Many of the beloved Polish churches have been closed, but we take pride in the beautifully restored
Shrine Church of Saint Stanislaus in Slavic Village. Every May, the Polish of Cleveland can enjoy
at least one Polish Constitution Day parade, and many of our members have attended ceremonies
marking the restoration of the Polish Cultural Garden at East Boulevard and St. Clair Avenue. The
John Paul IT Cultural Center, which opened in 1998, gave everyone a new understanding of Polish
history and culture. Together, we mourned the death of the first Polish Pope, John Paul I on April
2, 2005 and celebrated his beatification on May 1, 2011.

Genealogy research itself has changed considerably since October, 1991. Twenty years ago,
it required a lot of footwork, as we traveled to libraries to consult genealogy books and microfilm.
The Family History Centers of the Church of Latter Day Saints provided films from various areas of
Poland. We visited churches and cemeteries, and interviewed older family members. Beginning in
2001, we were able to access ship manifests from Ellis Island as well as some records from Castle
Garden by using a computer, and if the fees were too expensive, we were able to view the informa-
tion at the local library, free-of-charge. Since 2002, the 1930 United States Census has been avail-
able, and in 2012 we will be able to view the 1940 Census. Records from Poland are also becoming
more available, and Internet translation programs aid in translation of these communications. There
are more genealogy classes available through the libraries and genealogy societies.

Although one might accomplish the research without joining a group such as ours, it might
not be as enjoyable. Together, we share our family stories and help each other with translations and
new sources of information. We cannot begin to name all the members whose contributions have
made our genealogy society a success, but on this, the twentieth anniversary, we are thankful for all
of our members, and glad that Ed Mendyka initiated the idea. As he would say, “Sto Lat!”
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First and

current PGSGC
presidents
Edward Mendyka
and John E

Szuch with 5th
anniversary cake
in October 1996.

Museum of Divine Statues
The building that was once St. Hedwig
Church, 12905 Madison Avenue in
Lakewood, is now the location of the
Museum of Divine Statues. Director Lou
McClung is carefully restoring many
church treasures and documenting the
history of each piece. For details see
www.museumofdivinestatues.com.
Gallery Hours Sundays 12:PM - 5:00PM
(216)228-9950.




Stained Glass Windows
by Cindy Spikowski

Previous issues of Our Polish Ancestors have featured articles about the many Roman
Catholic Polish Churches in the Cleveland Catholic Diocese that have closed. Some of the
sacred artifacts of these beloved churches, however, can be enjoyed in their new homes.

St. Josaphat Church, 1435 East 33rd Street in Cleveland, closed on July 19, 1998. The
opalescent stained glass windows from that church are now in a new location, St. Joseph
Church, 32929 Lake Road in Avon Lake, Ohio. According to Reverend Timothy O’Connor,
Pastor, the new St. Joseph Church, which was dedicated June 25, 2000, was designed so that
the windows would enhance the interior of the new church. Each window was carefully re-
stored and re-framed, and they are now hung on the inside of regular glass windows with ar-
tificial lighting behind the stained glass panels. These beautiful windows can now be enjoyed
at night, as well as in full daylight. Ten windows line the sides of the main church, depicting
scenes from the life of Christ, Pentecost, and the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The two smaller windows, which once were on either side of the main altar at St.
Josaphats, are also beautifully restored. The Sacred Heart of Jesus window is in the Sacred
Heart Chapel at the Lake Road entrance, and the Blessed Mother window can be found in
the Sacristy. The windows are closer to the floor and therefore each detail can be easily seen.
They bring to this modern new church some of the beauty of the old churches as new genera-
tions can appreciate these beautiful sacred artifacts so generously donated by the early immi-
grants to Cleveland.

Sacred Heart
of Jesus
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Blessed Mother
window
at right




Paderewski Returns to the Polish Cultural Garden
by Cindy Spikowski

On Saturday, July 16, 2011 there was another gathering in the Polish Cultural Garden
— the third in as many years, to dedicate another bronze bust. This time it was a replacement
sculpted by Cleveland native Michael Deming of the monument to Ignacy Jan Paderewski.
The Garden was returning to its former glory, thanks to the efforts of so many members of
the Polish-American community and others interested in the Cultural Gardens. You can view
parts of the program online at http://www.poloniamusic.com/PoloniaCleveland.html.

The bust was unveiled to a fanfare of speeches and proclamations, and those who at-
tended the ceremony were treated to musical selections composed by Paderewski, which
were played and sung by accomplished young musicians. The monument had originally been
presented to the Garden on June 23, 1947 (Plain Dealer, 6-23-1947, page 4). At the end of the
ceremony, those who attended could not help but feel the pride and joy which was captured
by the joyful dance performed by the Piast Dance Ensemble in their authentic Zakopane cos-
tumes. It was a great day for the Polish! See pages 6-7 for reprinted program.

Library Additions

One of the speakers at
the rededication of the restored
monument of Ignacy Paderewski in
Cleveland’s Polish Cultural Garden
was Rita Cosby, author of the recent
best seller, Quiet Hero: Secrets From
My Fathers Past. A copy of this
book was generously donated by Jim
and Bernie O’Malley to the PGSGC
Library.

The Polish American Encyclopedia

Dr. James S. Pula, Professor of History at
Purdue University and editor of the eagerly awaited
The Polish American Encyclopedia, spoke at the
rededication ceremony in the Polish Cultural
Garden. Hopefully, a copy of the encyclopedia
will soon be available at local libraries, as it will be
invaluable for anyone studying Polish History.
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Metrical Records from the Polish State Archives

by Ken Spikowski

See http://baza.archiwa.gov.pl/sezam/pradziad.php for a virtual directory to Polish metrical
(birth, marriage, death, etc.) records, and click the British flag for the English version. For transla-
tion help on the province, religion, and type of event, click “Searching guidelinese”.

After I took the April-June 2011 issue of Our Polish Ancestors to the printer, the doorbell
rang and I signed for another envelope from Poland. Their response to my additional request for the
Permanent Population Register of Andrzej Spikowski and Eleonora Ciolkowska at their previous
residence, hopefully with my grandfather’s sister Eleonora before she was married, was translated as:

The State archive in Boats (16dz is Polish for boat or canoe) indicates that the search was car-
ried out in the book of the Old Village of permanent population 1864, (5). 9917 No 11 page 132 and
133 and found entries for persons with the surname Spikowski. This book contains the same infor-
mation as that obtained on the basis of the previous search You in the book the population contin-
ued in the years 1903-1931. An entry is the saving of the resettlement of widawa in 1868 and of the
place of previous residence in Krokocicach. On the basis of research carried out in the acts gmina
Krokocice were not found entries about people with the surname Szpikowski a.k.a. Spikowski.

I was disappointed that my grandather’s other sister was not listed or not noticed, but re-
searcher Monika Chojnacka took the initiative to pursue other leads and the translation continued:

In addition, the search was carried out in the acts of civil status in the Catholic parish of
Szadek and found Andrew’s marriage with Eleanor Spikowskiego Ciotkowska included in 1865. In
the file Kwiatkowicach found in the Catholic parish of birth of Andrzej Spikowskiego, the son of
John and Anna from Markiewiczéw born in 1845, in the file in the parish from the years 1817-1825,
1838-1845 not found acts of birth and marriage parents Andrew Spikowskiego. Spikowskiego is mas-
culine genitive case for Spikowski, and Kwiatkowicach is locative case for Kwiatkowice, and a photo-
copy of his birth record (in Polish) was included. The ages of his parents mentioned in it suggested
that they were born about 1819 and 1822, but their birthplaces were not listed.

The translation continued further:

In the file of the parish Catholic Druzbin found birth Eleanor Ciotkowskiej daughter of
Wojciech and Scholastyki Ryturskiej born. The iej ending is feminine genitive case, replacing a. In
1841, in the file in the parish from the years 1824-1841 not found act of marriage for parents of
Elonory Ciotkowskiej. This birth certificate mentioned ages of her parents that suggested they were
born about 1806 or 1808, before the conquest by Napoleon Bonaparte required that civil records be
kept, so it may be difficult to learn anything more about them. The birthplace of Eleanor Ciotkowska
was listed as Rzechta (Sieradz), for which there is a listing in Slownik Geographiczny Kréleska
Polskiego 1880-1902 with a Druzbin parish.

In the file of the parish of the Roman Catholic St. Cross in Boats found death Elonory
Spikowskiej from 1908. The records cost an addtional $34 out of the $42 balance from my previous
payment, and once again I thanked them for “information beyond my greatest expectations”.

While working on my “Permanent Population Register Breakthrough” article, assuming
that Kwiatkowice (Lask) was the birthplace of my great grandfather, I had ordered FHL INTL Film
2157804 through the LDS Family History Library in Westlake. When the microfilm that I had or-
dered arrived, I first found the baptismal record for Andrzej Spikowski, but it contained less infor-
mation than the copy of the civil record that was included with his marriage, and also the baptismal
record for his sister Maryanna born in 1849. A week later I looked at the other items on the film,
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which also included the civil birth record from which the manual copy received from Poland was
made, and that of his sister Maryanna. I unsuccessfully searched for the death records of his parents,
hoping to learn their birthplaces, but on that film the death records only went through 1885.

The ancestor tree for my father was filling out, but I only knew the names of my grand-
mother’s parents. With the help of www.microsofttranslator.com I composed another request for the
marriage record of my grandparents that was suggested in the note for her Permanent Population
Register entry, and for the birth record of my grandmother. Eighteen days later I received a response
that was translated as:

The State archive in £6dz, Poland indicates that in the acts of civil status of Roman Catholic
Parish Cross in Boats (found marriage of John Szpikowskiego of Franciszka of 1908 Hetmanek with
an act that shows that Francis was born in Buczku.

In this connection, the search was carried out in the acts of civil status of Roman Catholic
Parish in Buczku and looked up her birth from 1889, according to this metric, the father of
Franciszka - Pawel Hetmanek - was born in 1852, and her mother - Jézefa Bordowicz - in 1856. Was
therefore sought in the file the parish from the years 1851-1853 and 1855-1857, however, are not
looked up birth of Paul Hetmanka and Jézefa Bordowicz.

Fortunately 1852 was the birth year of one of the three Pawel Hetmaneks born in the Roman
Catholic parish in Zeléw, whose parents were Jan Hetmanek and Marya Jersak from a January 19,
1852 birth listed in the International Genealogical Index. I had incorrectly translated Bordowicz as
Dordowicz in my newsletter article. The research and additional documents would cost $7 more
than my $8 balance for scans transmitted electronically, $10 for mailed photocopies, or $12 for
mailed scans (probably on CD).

I went to the bank and wired another $50 minimum, and eager to get these long-sought
records, I replied: Today I made another transfer minimum 50 USD from my Bank for 843-121/11.
Please use 7 USD for sending electronically scans and apply the balance to these and future requests:

In the Roman Catholic Church in Buczku, please search for Victoria and Bronislawa
Hetmanek (sisters of Francis Hetmanek born 12/24 Nov 1889) birth certificates.

In the Roman Catholic Parish in Kwiatkowice please search death certificates of:

Jan Spikowski born circa 1819

Anna Spikowska née Markewicz, born circa 1822

In the book of the Old Village of permanent population 1864 (5) 9917 No 11, page 132 and
133, I want to know the date of birth for Eleonora Spikowska, born about 1877.

Eighteen days later the birth certificates for Wiktoria and Bronistawa Hetmanek arrived,
along with the death certificate for my great-great-great grandfather Jan Spikowski. He died on
July 16, 1850, less than a year after the birth of his daughter Maryanna, leaving his widowed wife
Anna also to raise Andrzej, age four. My grandfather’s sister Eleonora was not listed in the earlier
Permanent Population Registers, so I requested those for her husband Jézef Rusin and their children.

The information from the Permanent Population Registers and Metrical records was used to
construct an ancestor tree that includes six of my father’s eight great-grandparents. Civil birth re-
cords for my father’s maternal maternal great-grandparents may exist, and I will comb the Cyrillic
script in the birth certificates of my grandmother and her sisters in hopes of finding a clue about the
birthplace of her mother, since no such record was found in the same parish where my grandmother
was baptized. The LDS microfilms may make extending that branch possible, but it will be compli-
cated by the fact that Polish birth records were not required to list the birthplace of either parent.
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In Memory

We sadly report the death of member Bernard “Bud”
Brady, husband of Rita (Sroka) Brady. His was the author of the
article on Easter customs that appeared in the previous issue of
this newsletter. His obituary can be seen at:
http://obits.cleveland.com/obituaries/cleveland/obituary.
aspx?n=bernard-p-brady&pid=152037182. Bernard and Rita
had joined other parishoners from St. Clement’s to purchase the
statue of St. Hedwig from the now-closed St. Hedwig’s Church
in Lakewood. It is pictured at the right and may now be seen at
St. Clement Parish, 2022 Lincoln Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107.

We sadly report the death of Sophie (Dubaniewicz) Barto,
the mother of PGSGC member Constance Murphy. Sophie
shared her remembrances of her brother, the famous Cleveland
Polish-American painter, Peter Paul Dubaniewicz, in the April/
June 2009 issue of Our Polish Ancestors. Although Sophie was
94, we will always remember her as she appeared in the photo
taken in 1930 when her brother left to study art in France. Her
obituary can be seen at:
http://obits.cleveland.com/obituaries/cleveland/obituary.
aspx?n=sophie-barto-dubaniewicz&pid=152508593

1940 Census Location Search Tools

We are all awaiting anxiously the opening of the 1940 Census. The name index will
of course take some time. If you want to get a jump on your 1940 Census research, try Steve
Morse’s “How to Access the 1940 Census in One Step” tool. Steve Morse created this tool in
the form of a quiz that will help genealogists search by location. Have fun trying the new tool
at http://stevemorse.org/census/quiz.php.

When researching by location remember to visit the Fairview Park Branch Library.
The genealogy collection at Fairview Park has many city directories available. City directories
prior to 1861 are available on microfiche, directories from 1861 — 1960 are available on mi-
crofilm. Cleveland City directories in print are available for the following years: 1920, 1924,
1936 — 1942, 1946, 1951, 1953 - 1961, 1963 — 1974, 1976, 1980, and 1997 - 1998. You can
also find a scattering of city directories for cities other than Cleveland on microfiche, micro-
film and in print. City directories for cities all over the United States including directories for
Cleveland can also be found on Footnote which you can use through www.cuyahogalibrary.
org from home or any branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library.

Joni Mihelich
Subject Specialist - Genealogy
Cuyahoga County Public Library

Please follow me on Twitter for genealogy website recommendations, research hints & helps and

up-to-date genealogy news at http://twitter.com/genealogylib.
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Schedule of Speakers for Upcoming Meetings
Sep: Bill Barrow, Special Collections Librarian, Michael Schwartz Library, Cleveland State

University, Special Collections and the Cleveland Memory Project — History Resources

available through Cleveland State University
Oct: Christmas Party
Nov: John Szuch, Member, Reasons to be Proud of Your Polish Heritage

Letter from the President
by John F. Szuch

By the time you read this, summer will be over, and for most of us it will be a memorable
one for its hot temperatures and heavy rains. As you know, we are moving our Christmas party
up to the October 4th meeting to coincide with the PGSGC’ 20th anniversary and to avoid the bad
traveling weather we sometimes have threatening us in December.

As a consequence, we only have the September meeting to sign people up for the party and
to get volunteers to bring dishes and help for the party. If you miss the September meeting and
plan on attending the party or cooking etc., please contact John or Ben with your reservations and
cooking plans.

We plan to take a 20th Anniversary photo on October 4th so wear your best red and white
clothing! Let’s make this our best party yet.

PGSGC 20th ANNIVERSARY & CHRISTMAS
PARTY
October 4, 2011
Cost: $10.00 per person
Reservations: (330) 769-4603 (John)
or (216) 469-9670 (Ben)

Location: St. Mary’s PNC Church,
1901 Wexford, Parma, OH
Times: Brief business meeting at 7:00 PM
& dinner at approx. 7:30

Come join your fellow members for an evening
of Polish foods and treats.
Bring family to share in our celebration.
ENJOY CHRISTMAS & OUR 20TH
ANNIVERSARY PARTY

MEMBER HELEN PALSHOOK

CELEBRATES 90TH BIRTHDAY!
Helen, seated left, and daughter Gayle
Palshook Lopez standing behind, were
joined by PGSGC President John E
Szuch and his wife Marlene. The party
was held on July 29th which happened to
be Helen’s actual 90th birthday!




THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL
SoCIETY OF GREATER CLEVELAND
c/o St. Mary’s PNC CHurcH
1901 WEXFORD AVE.
Parma, Onio 44134

VisIT us oN THE WEB AT: http://www.freewebs.com/pgsgc

FirsT CrLASS MAIL

OUR PoLisH ANCESTORS
is published by

THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Membership dues are $25.00 a year.

President: John F. Szuch
105 Pleasant View Dr., Seville, Ohio 44273
Vice-President:  Ron Kraine

Treasurer: Ben Kman
170 Bellus Rd., Hinckley, Ohio 44233
Secretary: Sonia Chapnick

e-mail address—cspikowski@oh.rr.com

9810 Greenhaven Pkwy., Brecksville, Ohio 44141

7897 Gildersleeve Circle, Kirtland, Ohio 44094

Everyone who 1s interested in Genealogy, and more specifically Polish Genealogy, is welcome to join
our group. We meet the first Tuesday of the month from September thru June at St. Mary’s PNC Church;
5375 Broadview Rd. (corner of Broadview & Wexford); Parma, Ohio. Parking is available in the parish
lot, the entrance of which is on Marietta Ave. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and usually end at 9:30-10:00 PM.
(330) 769-4603
(440) 838-5743
(216) 469-9670

(440) 256-8392

Please submit all correspondence to: PGSGC Newsletter, c/o the return address above.
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