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Schedule of Speakers for Upcoming Meetings

February—Member Ron Marec, who travelled in Poland in 2004, will speak on the topic:
Impressions of Poland Today.
March—Member Trina Galauner will address the group on the topic: Organizing Your Genealogy.
April—Member Ben Stefanski II will address the group on the topic: New Housing in Slavic Village.
May—Member Raymond Vargas will address the group on the significance of “Polish Constitution Day.”
June—Walter Wright, Director of Commercial Development-Tremont West Development Corporation, will
speak on the topic: A Brief History of the Tremont Area (The Southside).
September—To be announced
October—President John Szuch will address the group on “Polish Heritage Month.”
November—To be announced.
December—Election of Officers and Christmas Party (For members only)

Thank You—to member Michael Klepek for donating two books to our library, The Polish Way by Adam
Zamoyski and The Russian Civil War by Evan Mawdsley.

In This Issue

Addresses and Surname Research Lists—From time to time we publish the names and addresses of our mem-
bers and the surnames they are researching. The last time was in 2002. It behooves us to let our members know
who their fellow members are. Also, if one should find that a fellow member is researching the same surname, it
gives our members a way to “link up” with one another. Phone numbers have not been included since some
members have unlisted numbers and don’t wish them to be published. Where we have e-mail addresses, they are
included on the last line of the address. Here is the way that we hope this works. Should you find that a member
is researching a surname that you are interested in, you can e-mail him/her if an e-mail address is given. If an e-
mail address is not given, then you must either send them a post card or write to them.

The surname list that our active members are researching is quite lenghtly so it will be published in two install-
ments, in this issue and the next. If you wish to add any new surnames, you can e-mail me at:
edjmendyka@aol.com or drop me a line by “snail mail” to the group’s postal address. We publish these lists for
the benefit of our members only.

Walt Pluchinsky’s Story—Member Walt Pluchinsky was in Poland a few years ago and witnessed what he
thought an unusual event. He wrote a short article about it, Silent Minority, and shares it with us. Thank you
Walt. And while we're on the subject, we encourage all our members to share with us any of their experiences,
be they while traveling on the road in Poland or in their genealogical pursuits of their ancestors.

Received In The Mail—The latest issue of Polish American Studies arrived in the mail. The entire issue is de-
voted to articles about the “polka” and its effects on the Polish-American communities at large. So, a polka is a
polka, is it not? And what’s the big brouhaha about it? Not so fast, mister, one has no idea what all the ramifica-
tions are; how the polka is viewed from the standpoint of musicology, how the polka is a symbol of Polish-
American culture, and how it effects all manner of things. Continued on page 5
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Addpress List of Active Members—Jan. 2005

BACIAK, NORMAN &
ANTHONETTE
27024 OAKWOOD DR. #210E

OLMSTED TOWNSHIP, OH 44138

arbaciak@aol.com

BENDER, LAWRENCE & MARY
7184 WEST 130th ST.
MIDDLEBURG HTS., OH 44130
LJandMary@aol.com

BOUDREAU, WAYNE & JOANNE
11604 SW 3rd STREET

YUKON, OK 73099
boud@swbeu.net

CELEK, BERNARD
1536 SMITH COURT
FREMONT, OH 43420

CHERMELY, CHRISTIAN & JOAN
11380 SOMERSET TRAIL
CONCORD TWP., OH 44077
krist-c@juno.com

CUPEDRO, JIM
1447 ELBUR AVE.
LAKEWOOD, OH 44107

DOBBINS, JAMES & KAREN
46 1/2 E. SCHAAF RD.
BROOKLYN HGTS., OH 44131

DZURELLA, BARBARA
9 LILLIAN AVE.
SUDBURY, MA 01776

FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
4335 HOKAN AVE.

NORTH PORT, FL 34287
vadek66@aol.com

GREEN, KEN & JOAN
6041 WESTBROOK DR.
BROOK PARK, OH 44142
kenjoan@mindspring.com

BAYSE, NORMAN & ELINOR
3909 RIVERSIDE AVE.
CLEVELAND, OH 44109-2345

BERGMAN, ROLF & MARTHA
3236 BERKELEY AVE.
CLEVELAND HTS., OH
44118-2055

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
10709 GRACE AVE.
GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125

CELEK, RICHARD & MARY JO
408 EAST ELEVENTH ST.
PORT CLINTON, OH 43452

CLARK, BARBARA
413 LOMBARD RD.
COLUMBUS, OH 43228

CWIAKALA, CHARLES & TERESA
1527 SOUTH FAIRVIEW AVE.
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068-5211
cecwiakala@aol.com

DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
6624 ROCKLEDGE DR.
BRECKSVILLE, OH 44141
gkneeolog@aol.com

ELLIS, RONALD & LINDA JEAN
1587 EDGEFIELD RD.
LYNDHURST, OH 44124
ljellis_2000@yahoo.com

GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
8674 JENNA DR.
BROADVIEW HTS., OH 44147

galauner@yahoo.com

HACHOLSKI, WAYNE
256 S. WRIGHTWOOD
ORANGE, CA 92869

BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
P.O. BOX 257-7778 OAK
BIRCH RUN, MI 48415

BODZIONY, FR. RALPH
5159 EVERETT RD.
RICHFIELD, OH 44286

BROWER, MARY LOUISE
1701 SHERIDAN DR.
PARMA, OH 44134

CHAPNICK, RONALD & SONIA
7897 GILDERSLEEVE CIRCLE
KIRTLAND, OH 44094
ronchap®adelphia.net

COOK, STEVE & LAURA
3328 N. LOMA VISTA DR.
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86004
seakind@aol.com

CZARNOWSKI, DIANNE
6841 DAY DR. #303
PARMA, OH 44129
dnnczar@aol.com

DWORZNIK, PAUL & BARBARA
1412 RUSTIC TRAIL
PARMA, OH 44134

EWAZEN, PAUL & ROSEANNE
1505 GRANBY AVE.
CLEVELAND, OH 44109

GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
360 HUNTMERE DR.

BAY VILLAGE, OH 44140
alice6731@comcast.net

HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
3889 EDGEPARK DR.
NORTH OLMSTED, OH 44070



Address List of Active Members—Jan. 2005

HARRIS, KAREN
1424 AARHUS DR.
SOLVANG, CA. 93463
paul.roark@verizon.net

JABLONSKI, JAMES
806 SHERWOOD
ELYRIA, OH 44035
jijablon®@aol.com

JAWOROWSKI, PAUL
5116 37th ST. E.
BRADENTON, FL 34203-3408

KAMINSKI, FRANK & VERONICA
385 HAMILTON CIRCLE
ELYRIA, OH 44035

KARPINSKI, DIANE
2897 LUDLOW RD.
CLEVELAND, OH 44120
karp@8thappeals.com

KOSTECKI, LEROY
6905 HARVARD AVE.
CLEVELAND, OH 44105

KOZLOWSKI, DON & DEBBIE
446 PERRY RD.

TALLMADGE, OH 44278
djkfastpitch@aol.com

KUSEK, JULIA
2929 WEST 12th ST.
CLEVELAND, OH 44113
corky9647@aol.com

LIPOWSKI, EUGENIA
18425 69th DR
MCcALPIN, FL 32062

MADURA, WALTER &
WLADYSLAWA

33 BELLEVIEW DR.
DERBY, CT 06418

HUDSON, DOROTHY
21461 SNOWFLOWER DR.
CLEVELAND, OH 44116

JAMBROZY, ED & RICHARDA
1492 LEWIS DR.
CLEVELAND, OH 44107

JESS, ROBERT & ROSEMARIE
9802 SOUTH HIGHLAND AVE.
GARFIELD HEIGHTS, OH 44125

KANIESKI, JOHN
3140 PINE LAKE DR.
MEDINA, OH 44256

KLEPEK, MICHAEL &
GERALDINE

3745 BROWNHELM STA.
VERMILION, OH 44089
klepekg@hotmail.com

KOWALCZYK, DAVID
6109 EDGEBROOK BLVD.
PARMA HTS., OH 44130

KUBALA, CARL & MARY
2308 RUSSELL AVE.
PARMA, OH 44134

KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
29720 PHILLIPS AVE.
‘WICKLIFFE, OH 44092

LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA
1754 BOSTON RD.
HINCKLEY, OH 44233

MAREC, ELAINE
12605 THRAVES RD.
GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125

JABLONOWSKI, TONY &
ROSEMARIE

4006 ALBERTLY AVE.
PARMA, OH 44134

JASINSKI, RICHARD &
GEORGENE

3121 PARMALEE DR.
SEVEN HILLS , OH 44131

georjas@juno.com

JURKIEWICZ, LOUIS
2435 GRANTWOOD DR.
PARMA, OH 44134-3939

KAROLEWSKI , HENRY &
CHARLOTTE

15930 RIDGE RD.

NO. ROYALTON, OH 44133

KMAN, BEN
170 BELLUS RD.
HINCKLEY, OH 44233

KOZIMER, KENNETH & TANYA
6235 CEDAR CROSSING
CINCINNATI, OH 45230
kgkozimer@aol.com

KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
540 CHESTNUT RD.
SEVEN HILLS, OH 44131-3521

LIPINSKI, LORRAINE
23474 CARRIAGE LANE
NORTH OLMSTED, OH 44070

LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN
1675 MAZEPA TRAIL
PARMA, OH 44134
rlysyk@aol.com

MAREC, RONALD & JUDITH
3316 ELSMERE RD.

SHAKER HTS., OH 44120
JAMARECA@cs.com



Address List of Active Members—Jan. 2005

MARSZAL, ELEANOR
360 NEWBERRY LANE
HOWELL, MI 48843

MUZILLA, RAYMOND & CAROL
5313 PORTAGE DR.
VERMILION, OH 44089

OSTROWSKI, DAN

12402 GRANGER RD.
GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125
dfo12402®@aol.com

PARISI, GARY & NANCY
5805 MEADOW GLEN DR S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919

PIANKA, RAYMOND & KAREN
6405 FRANKLIN BLVD.
CLEVELAND, OH 44102

PRUSAK, CAROL

2929 WEST 12 ST.
CLEVELAND, OH 44113
corky947@sbcglobal.net

RYBA MD, JAMES

11100 WARNER AVE. # 250
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708
sledna@aol.com

SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE

1203 GORDON RD.
LYNDHURST, OH 44124

SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
4327 S. FALL LAKE DR.
AVON, OH 44011

STEFANSKI II, BEN
5455 North Marginal Rd. Unit 506
CLEVELAND, OH 44114-3925

MENDYKA, EDWARD
4330 JENNINGS RD. #233
CLEVELAND, OH 44109
edjmendyka®@aol.com

OLENDER, FRANCIS & JENNIE
118 ALDEN ST.
WALLINGTON , NJ 07057

PALSHOOK, PETER & HELEN
2995 BRUSH RD.
RICHFIELD, OH 44286

PARZYCH, ERVIN & IRENE
2975 S 50th ST.
MILWAUKEE, WI 53219-3319

PLAV---POST 58,
2442 PROFESSOR AVE.
CLEVELAND, OH 44113

PRYER, LEN & HANNA

8383 BROADVIEW RD.
BROADVIEW HTS., OH 44147
Ibp819@aol.com

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

1624 PLEASANTDALE RD. APT.
9

CLEVELAND, OH 44109
genealogyres@aol.com

SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
27705 WHITE RD.
WILLOUGHBY HILLS, OH 44092

STAHLHUT, JOAN
5620 WEST 24th ST., APT. 312
PARMA, OH 44134

scoobygram49@wmconnect.com

STEVENS, LEON
1786 WEST 31ST PLACE
CLEVELAND, OH 44113

MICHAEL, JIM & ANNE
10456 EAST RIVER RD.
ELYRIA, OH 44035
jrm42@attbi.com

O'MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
4409 STARLIGHT DR.
CLEVELAND, OH 44109

gmabrni@msn.com

PANAGRAPHICS, EDITOR
P.O. BOX 328
BOSTON, NY 14025

PELCZAR, JAMES & CAROLYN
32 PORPOISE CREEK RD.
DELTAVILLE, VA. 23043-9998

PLUCHINSKY, WALTER & ANN
3231 RUSTIC LANE-LOFS
CROWN POINT, IN 46307
wvplu2@aol.com

ROBERTS, RICHARD & MARY
ANN

2545 NW 111th AVE.
PORTLAND, OR 97229

SHAVER, BARBARA
P.O. BOX 730
UNIONTOWN, OH 44685-0730

SLUSARSKI, JEAN
200 CHATAM WAY #404
MAYFIELD HTS., OH 44124

STEFANSKI, SCOTT
848 HAMPTON CT.
SAGAMORE HILLS, OH 44067
deadheadlllemsn.com

STOLL, TIMOTHY
4555 PEARL RD.
CLEVELAND, OH 44109



Address List of Active Members—Jan. 2005

SWIFT, DONALD & JEANNETTE
21350 ARBOR AVE.
EUCLID, OH 44123

SZYMANSKI, LEONARD & MARY
ANN

9278 WOODWORTH RD. UNIT
702

NORTH LIMA, OH 44452-8561

TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
114 DEERWOOD TRAIL
SHARPSBURG, GA 30277
gatraveler@mindspring.com

VENINSHEK, CARL & CAROLINE
319 MONTICELLO DR.
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32701

WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES
8112 CONTINENTAL
WARREN, MI 48089-1661

ZEGLEN, GEORGE & FRANCES
1546 E. 256th ST.
EUCLID, OH 44132

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
4625 RIP VAN WINKLE LANE
LAS VEGAS, NV 89102
bsyzdek@mac.com

TALKOWSKI, JOHN & SOPHIA
8919 SINGING HILLS DR.N.E
WARREN, OH 44484

TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
6121 HATHAWAY RD.
GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125
troutknd@aol.com\

WASILEWSKI, WALTER & JOAN
52584 TURNBURY CT.

SHELBY TWP., MI 48315
lynnjoni@aol.com

WYDOCK, LAWRENCE

1286 SOUTH MAGNOLIA AVE.
EL CAJON, CA 92020
Iwydock@aol.com

ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
BOX 564
GREEN BAY, WI 54305

SZUCH, JOHN & MARLENE
105 PLEASANT VIEW DR.
SEVILLE, OH 44273
pulaskipro@aol.com

TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
7062 GREENBRIAR DR.
PARMA HTS., OH 44130

virginianna@cox.net

VARGAS, RAYMOND
4555 PEARL RD.
CLEVELAND, OH 44109

gorale@msn.com

WIENTCZAK, EDMUND
9313 DAVID RD.
GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125
eaw0695@aol.com

ZAKAROWSKY, CLEMENTINE
6252 WEST 54th ST.
PARMA, OH 44129

ZELEK, EDWIN & CONNIE
3148 ALDEN DR.
PARMA, OH 44134

Continued from page 1

The articles got me to thinking about the polka and its effects on the Cleveland community. This will have to
get a little personal but that’s the only way I can write it.
In 1952 I was discharged from the service and returned home to Cleveland. And it proved to be exactly the
right time for someone who loved the polka and Polish-American music in general. It seemed that a “polka-

fever” had gripped the town. Lil Wally was coming into his prime and there was no one better at doing what he
did, playing and singing Polish music for the dancing public. His records were selling like hot-cakes. But he was
from Chicago. Here in Cleveland his music helped spawn a number of polka bands, probably the best known
being Ray Budzilek. The Slovenians had Yankovic and the Vadnal brothers and they played their own brand of
polkas. But there were a lot of three and four member groups that played around town and they were always in
demand, playing at various taverns and bars.

On the west side of town, along W. 25th St., there was the Rendezvous Bar which had polka music on the
weekends and a “postage-sized” dance floor. The place was always packed with people bumping into each other
on the dance floor. And that seemed to be the charm of the place. After bumping into someone, you could
apologize and maybe strike up a conversation. Very often, two girls would be dancing together and this was an
ideal way to get acquainted and ask one of the girls for a future dance. The place was not that large and the
setting was sort of intimate. There was only a three piece orchestra but they played a lot of the “old-time” songs”
and it was always a pleasure to be there. The Arena Bar on Clark Ave., close to W. 25th, would have polka music
from time to time but not too often.

On the east side of town, there was also a lot of action. And no where more, Continued on page 11
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RESEARCHING

ADAMCZAK
ADAMSKI
ALBRECHT
ALBRECHT
ANDERSON
ANDERSON
ANDERSON
BACIAK
BACZEWSKI
BAK
BALCERZAK
BALCERZAK
BANAS
BANNASCH
BARAN
BARANSKI
BARANSKI
BARANSKI
BARNA
BARTNICKA(I)
BARTOSZEK
BARTYZEL
BASARA
BASCH

BASH
BASINSKI
BAYSE
BEDUHN
BELILL
BENDZIULLA
BERGMAN
BEZCPINSKI
BIALKOWSKI
BIDLENCHIK
BIEL
BIELAMOWICZ
BIERNACKI (A)
BILSKI
BILSKI
BINKOWSKI
BODE
BODZIONY
BODZIONY
BOIKE
BOJANOWSKI
BOLEK
BOLEK
BOLEK
BOMBA
BONDEL
BONK
BORON
BRAUN
BREEDLOVE
BROCKI
BROTSKI
BROWER
BRYK

BRYK

RESEARCHER

HUDSON, DOROTHY
HUDSON, DOROTHY

MAREC, ELAINE

MAREC, RONALD & JUDITH
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.

SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
BAYSE, NORMAN & ELINOR
FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
JASINSKI, RICHARD & GEORGENE
JESS, ROBERT & ROSEMARIE
VENINSHEK, CARL & CAROLINE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
KMAN, BEN

KUSEK, JULIA

PRUSAK, CAROL

STEFANSKI, SCOTT

GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE

HARRIS, KAREN

HARRIS, KAREN

BOUDREAU, WAYNE & JOANNE
BAYSE, NORMAN & ELINOR
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
BERGMAN, ROLF & MARTHA
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
DOBBINS, JAMES & KAREN
KMAN, BEN

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
DOBBINS, JAMES & KAREN
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
FATHER RALPH

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA
WASILEWSKI, WALTER & JOAN
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
MADURA, WALTER & WLADYSLAWA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
HARRIS, KAREN

JABLONSKI, JAMES

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
BROWER, MARY LOUISE
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
ZELEK, EDWIN & CONNIE

RESEARCHING

BUCZAKOWSKI
BUCZAKOWSKI
BUCZAKOWSKI
BUCZKESKI
BUDZILO
BUGANSKY(I)
BUKOWSKI
BUNKOWSKI
BUSZKIEWICZ
BYCZEK
CELEK
CHABINKA
CHABOWSKI
CHACHALEK
CHAPNICK
CHLOPEK
CHLOPEK
CHOCHALEK
CHOJNACKI
CHOJNACKI
CHOJNACKI
CHRZASZCZ
CIBULSKI
CIEPLINSKI
CIESLAK
CIGAN
CIOSSEK
CUDNOWSKICH
CUPEDRO
CWIAKALA
CWIKLINSKI
CWIKLINSKI
CWIKLINSKI
CYGAN
CYGAN
CZACHEREW
CZACHOR
CZAJA
CZAJKA
CZAJKA
CZAPLEWSKI
CZAPLICKI
CZARNECKI
CZARNIAK
CZARNOTA
CZARNOWSKI
DALE
DALLERT
DARDZINSKI
DARUS
DARUS
DARUS

DEAS

DEBSKI
DEMBSKI
DIBISH
DISTERHOEF
DOBROWOLSKI
DOMANSKI
DOMBROWSKI
DOMROWSKI
DORENKUTT

RESEARCHER

GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
KMAN, BEN

TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
CELEK, BERNARD

JAMBROZY, ED & RICHARDA
MARSZAL, ELEANOR
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE
CHAPNICK, RONALD & SONIA
BENDER, LAWRENCE & MARY
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE
HUDSON, DOROTHY

- KOWALCZYK, DAVID

VENINSHEK, CARL & CAROLINE
MUZILLA, RAYMOND & CAROL
GREEN, KEN & JOAN
KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
PARISI, GARY & NANCY

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
CUPEDRO, JIM

CWIAKALA, CHARLES & TERESA
BROWER, MARY LOUISE
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
CELEK, BERNARD

CELEK, BERNARD

WYDOCK, LAWRENCE
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE

TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
SZUCH, JOHN

HARRIS, KAREN

STEFANSKI II, BEN S.

KMAN, BEN

CZARNOWSKI, DIANNE
BOUDREAU, WAYNE & JOANNE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
STEFANSKI II, BEN S.
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.
SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
PELCZAR, JAMES & CAROLYN
PRYER, LEN & HANNA
KOWALCZYK, DAVID

PARISI, GARY & NANCY
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN

HARRIS, KAREN

BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
ZELEK, EDWIN & CONNIE



RESEARCHING

DREWS
DUDA
DUDEC
DUPLAGA
DURECKI
DUVALL
DYKAS
DZIEKAN
DZIELINSKI
DZURELLA
DZURILLA
ELLIS
EWAZEN
FILIPOWICZ
FLORKOSKI
FLOTT
FORTNER
FORTUNA
FRACZEK
ERIGA
FRONKOWSKI
ERYC
FUGIEL
FURMANEK
GABRIELSKI
GADOWSKI
GALAUNER
GARGULA
GAWRYSZEWSKI
GAWSKI
GILLIHAN
GLOD
GLOD
GLOMATY
GLOWACKI
GOCAL
GOCEK
GODUILA
GOLEN
GOLOJUCH
GORECKI
GORSKI
GORZKOWSKI
GOSIOROWSKI
GOSZTYLA
GOSZTYLA
GRABIEC
GRABIEC
GRABIEC
GRABIEC
GRABOWSKI
GRABOWSKI
GRACZYKOWSKI
GRANATOSKY(D
GRAPHNAIER
GREEN
GREJKA
GROCHOWSKI
GROHOLSKI
GRONKOWSKI
GRUCZA
GRUNKOWSKI

RESEARCHER

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
HARRIS, KAREN

HARRIS, KAREN

PLUCHINSKY, WALTER & ANN
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
WYDOCK, IAWRENCE
PARZYCH, ERVIN & IRENE
DZURELLA, BARBARA
DZURELLA, BARBARA

ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

EWAZEN, PAUL & ROSEANNE
KMAN, BEN

KAMINSKI, FRANK & VERONICA
WASILEWSKI, WALTER & JOAN
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
KMAN, BEN

HARRIS, KAREN

KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
ZAKAROWSKY, CLEMENTINE
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
MICHAEL, JIM & ANNE

LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA
GATAUNER, MARK & TRINA
TALKOWSKI, JOHN & SOPHIA
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
LIPINSKI, LORRAINE
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
CELEK, BERNARD

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
KUBALA, CARL & MARY

LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN

JESS, ROBERT & ROSEMARIE
PARISI, GARY & NANCY
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
CWIAKALA, CHARLES & TERESA
KOZIMER, KENNETH & TANYA
BENDER, LAWRENCE & MARY
LIPOWSKI, EUGENIA A.
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
ZAKAROWSKY, CLEMENTINE
KARPINSKI, DIANE

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA
OSTROWSKI, DAN

JASINSKI, RICHARD & GEORGENE
PELCZAR, JAMES & CAROLYN
LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA
BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
KOZLOWSKI, DON & DEBBIE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA

RESEARCHING

GRUSZCZYNSKI
GRYZIEC
GRYZIA
GRZYBOWSKI
GUD
GULCZYNSKI
GWAZDA
GWIAZDA
HACHOLSKI
HACHOLSKI
HADAM
HADAM
HADBAVNY
HARDOIN
HEIER
HERKENRIDER
HILL
HLOPECK
HOPECK
HOUSE
HUDSON
HUMIECKI
ILESAK
JABLONOWSKI
JABLONSKI
JABLONSKI
JADACH
JAGODZINSKI
JAGODZINSKI
JAKON
JAMBROZY
JANKE
JANOWICH
JANOWICZ
JANOWITZ
JANUSZEWSKI
JARZEBKOWSKI
JASINSKI
JASINSKI
JASTRZEMBSKI
JASTYCH
JAWOROWSKI
JAWORSKI
JAWORSKI
JAZOWNIK
JELONEK
JEMIOLA
JEMIOLA
JEMIOLA
JESIONEK
JURCZAK
JURCZYNSKI
JURKIEWICZ
JUSTAT
KACAJ
KALABON
KALIK
KAMCZYC
KAMCZYC
KAMCZYC
KAMINSKI
KANIESKI

HARRIS, KAREN

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

HARRIS, KAREN

KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
ROBERTS, RICHARD & MARY ANN
PRYER, LEN & HANNA

HARRIS, KAREN

HARRIS, KAREN

HACHOLSKI, WAYNE
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE A.

KUSEK, JULIA

PRUSAK, CAROL

HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
CHERMELY, CHRISTIAN & JOAN
LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
TROUT, DAVID & KAREN
CELEK, BERNARD

HUDSON, DOROTHY
PARZYCH, ERVIN & IRENE
KMAN, BEN

JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEMA
JABLONSKI, JAMES

LIPINSKI, LORRAINE

MADURA, WALTER & WLADYSLAWA
MAREC, ELAINE

MAREC, RONALD & JUDITH
WYDOCK, LAWRENCE
JAMBROZY, ED & RICHARDA
O’MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
JABLONSKI, JAMES

DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
JASINSKI, RICHARD & GEORGENE
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
JESS, ROBERT & ROSEMARIE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
JAWOROWSKI, PAUL

HARRIS, KAREN

KOWALCZYK, DAVID
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.

SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
JURKIEWICZ, LOUIS

KMAN, BEN

TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.

SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
KAMINSKI, FRANK & VERONICA
KANIESKI, JOHN



RESEARCHING

KAPCHINSKI
KAPCZYNSKI
KAPOWSKI
KAPZYNSKI
KARAS
KARASH
KARMISKI
KAROLEWSKI
KAROLEWSKI
KARPINSKI
KARWOWSKI
KATRA
KATRO
KAWECKI
KAZMIERCZAK
KEDZIERSKI
KEMPINSKI
KIWAK
KLACZKO
KLASCH
KLEINSCHMIDT
KLEJKA
KLEPEK
KLEPEK
KLONOWSKI
KMAN
KMON
KOBIALKA
KOBJIALKA
KOBIALKA
KOCAJ
KOCIS
KOCOIJ
KOCOJ
KOEOI]J
KOHLER
KOMOROWSKI
KON
KONIECZNY
KONIEWSKI
KOSTECKI
KOTRA(O)
KOWALCZYK
KOWALSKI
KOZA
KOZIMER
KOZIMOR
KOZIMOR
KOZLOWSKI
KOZLOWSKI
KOZUBAL
KRAJESKI
KRAMARZ
KRASNIEWSKI
KRASZEWSKI
KRASZEWSKI
KRAUSE
KRUCZYK
KRUCZYK
KRUK
KRUKOWSKI
KRUPA

RESEARCHER

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
VARGAS, RAYMOND

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SWIFT, DONALD & JEANNETTE
SWIFT, DONALD & JEANNETTE
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM.
KAROLEWSKI, HENRY & CHARLOTTI
WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES
KARPINSKI, DIANE

CHERMELY, CHRISTIAN & JOAN
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
MADURA, WALTER & WLADYSLAWA
STEFANSKI, SCOTT

KLASCH, DENNIS & STELLA
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
KLEPEK. MICHAEL & GERALDINE
PLUCHINSKY, WALTER & ANN
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM!
KMAN, BEN

KMAN, BEN

MENDYKA, EDWARD
PLUCHINSKY, WALTER & ANN
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
PARISI, GARY & NANCY
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
STAHLHUT, JOAN

PARISI, GARY & NANCY

LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN
KOSTECKI, LEROY

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA
KOWALCZYK, DAVID

KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE

KOZIMER, KENNETH & TANYA
CWIAKALA, CHARLES & TERESA
KOZIMER, KENNETH & TANYA
KOWALCZYK, DAVID
KOZLOWSKI, DON & DEBBIE
STEFANSKI, SCOTT

GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
KUBALA, CARL & MARY
PARZYCH, ERVIN & IRENE
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
MAREC, ELAINE

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
PALSHOOK, PETER & HELEN
PARZYCH, ERVIN & IRENE
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
BENDER, LAWRENCE & MARY

RESEARCHING -

KRUSHINSKI
KRUWKA
KRUZYCKA
KRZYWDA
KSIAZEK
KUBALA
KUBINSKI
KUBIT

KUC

KUCA
KUCHNICKI
KUCINSKI(A)
KUCZEK
KUCZMARSKI
KUCZMARSKI
KUCZYNSKI(A)
KUEHN
KUKLA

KULA

KULIG
KULIK
KUMOR
KURKIEWICZ
KUSEK
KUSEK
KUSOWSKI
KUSSIN
KUTA
KUTOLOWSKI
KUZAS
KUZIM
KUZIUS
LABUDA
LAMPISKA
LANDOWSKI
LAPCZYNSKI
LAPINSKI
LASKOWSKI
LASOTA
LASOTA
LEFTOWSKI
LEGUZINSKI
LEHENBAUER
LESNIAK
LEWANDOWSKI
LEWANDOWSKI
LIMES
LIPINSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIPOWSKI
LIS

LITKA

LITKE
LITWINSKI
LOMBARD
LUC

RESEARCHER

OSTROWSKI, DAN
KOWALCZYK, DAVID
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM
STEFANSKI, SCOTT
JAMBROZY, ED & RICHARDA
KUBALA, CARL & MARY
LIPINSKI, LORRAINE

VARGAS, RAYMOND
DZURELLA, BARBARA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
SWIFT, DONALD & JEANNETTE
O'MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
PRUSAK, CAROL

BROWER, MARY LOUISE
KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
O'MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
ZELEK, EDWIN & CONNIE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS

. SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS

SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
BACIAK, NORMAN & ANTHONETTE
KUSEK, JULIA

PRUSAK, CAROL

KOSTECKI, LEROY

HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
O'MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
STEFANSKI, SCOTT

HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
PIANKA, RAYMOND & KAREN
HARRIS, KAREN

TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
JABLONSKI, JAMES

KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
KAROLEWSKI, HENRY & CHARLOTT
KLASCH, DENNIS & STELLA
OLENDER, FRANCIS & JENNIE
KOWALCZYK, DAVID

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
KUCZMARSKI, PATRICIA
HARRIS, KAREN

VENINSHEK, CARL & CAROLINE
ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

LIPINSKI, LORRAINE

BENDER, LAWRENCE & MARY
LIPOWSKI, EUGENIA A.
MENDYKA, EDWARD
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.
SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
ZAKAROWSKY, CLEMENTINE
FORTUNA, WALTER & JUANITA
DZURELLA, BARBARA
DZURELLA, BARBARA
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM
ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

CELEK, BERNARD
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RESEARCHING

LUCAK
LUDKIEWICZ
LUKASZEK
LUKASZK
LUTY

LYMAN
LYSTK

LYSYK
MADAJ
MADAY
MADURA
MAGDZIARZ
MAGIERA
MAJKA
MAKOWSKI
MALICKI
MALIK
MALOCHLIB
MALONE
MAMEL
MANTIFEL
MAREC
MAREC
MARGANSKI
MARSZAL
MARTIN
MARTULA
MASLANKA
MAZUR
McCORMACK
McKEE
MEKOSH
MELNICK
MELNIK
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MENDYKA
MICHNAL
MIETELSKI
MIKITTA
MIKOLAJCZAK
MIKOLAJCZYK
MIKOLAJESKI
MIKOLAJEWSKI
MIKOLOJCZYK
MIKUS
MILLER
MINOR
MIPPS
MISIASZEK
MLICZEK
MLYNARCZYK
MOELHISZ
MOLENDA
MONIAK
MORANSKI
MORITO

RESEARCHER  RESEARCHING

KMAN, BEN

ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

ZEGLEN, GEORGE & FRANCE
LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA

ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN

LYSYK, RALPH & JEAN

'I'RENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
MADURA, WALTER & WLADYSLAWA
DOMINAK, STEVE & LUCIA
KAROLEWSKI, HENRY & CHARLOTTI
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
SWIFT, DONALD & JEANNETTE
SZUCH, JOHN

KILASCH, DENNIS & STELLA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM,
BROWER, MARY LOUISE

MAREC, ELAINE

MAREC, RONALD & JUDITH
MADURA, WALTER & WLADYSLAWA
MARSZAL, ELEANOR

KMAN, BEN

SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

KLASCH, DENNIS & STELLA
VENINSHEK, CARL & CAROLINE
LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA

ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

PELCZAR, JAMES & CAROLYN
JASINSKI, RICHARD & GEORGENE
JASINSKI, RICHARD & GEORGENE
COOK, STEVE & LAURA
LIPOWSKI, EUGENIA A.
MENDYKA, EDWARD

SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, EUGENE & WANDA
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.

SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
WYDOCK, LAWRENCE
HACHOLSKI, WAYNE

CELEK, BERNARD

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

HARRIS, KAREN

MICHAEL, JIM & ANNE

MICHAEL, JIM & ANNE
O'MALLEY, JIM & BERNI
KAROLEWSKI, HENRY & CHARLOTTI
ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

ZEHMS, DONALD & MARYSUE
KAMINSKI, FRANK & VERONICA
JABLONSKI, JAMES

GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
CZARNOWSKI, DIANNE
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
OSTROWSKI, DAN

WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES

MORYTO
MORYTO
MOTRICH
MOWINSKI
MROZEK
MRUK
MUNIAK
MUSIEL
MUSZYNSKI
NABAKOWSKI
NABOZNY
NABRING
NACHMAN
NADOLNY
NADOLSKI
NAGORSKI
NAROLEWSKI
NAWOJ
NAWUJ
NEDZA
NEDZA
NERKOWSKI
NISKEY
NONA
NORRIS
NORRIS
NORRIS
NOSEK
NOVAK
NOVOTNY
NOWAK
NOWAK
NOWEK
NOWOGRODZKI
NYCZ

OBLOJ
OCHOCKI
OGORZALEK
OKONIEWSKI
OKUNIEWSKI
OLBRYCH
OLEJNICZAK
OLENDER
OLSZEWSKI
OLSZEWSKI
OLSZEWSKI
ONICALOJ
ORLOWSKI
OSTASZEWSKI
OSTROWSKI
OTWINOWSKI
OWCZARCZAK
OZIKA
PACZKOWSKI
PAJACZEK
PAJZER
PALSHOOK
PANEK
PANKOWSKI
PAPAZAK
PAPCIAK
PAPCZAK

RESEARCHER

WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES
WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES
ELLIS, LINDA JEAN

GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
PARISI, GARY & NANCY
JABLONSKI, JAMES
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
SCHMIDT, PATRICIA

KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
PARISI, GARY & NANCY
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
KMAN, BEN

BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
MARSZAL, ELEANOR
JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSE
HADBAVNY, JOSEPH & GLORIA
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
TOMON, BERT & VIRGINIA
KAROLEWSKI, HENRY & CHARLOT
KLASCH, DENNIS & STELLA
OLENDER, FRANCIS & JENNIE
HARRIS, KAREN

TRENT, BRUCE & MARY ANN
SLUSARSKI, EDWARD & YVETTE
SLUSARSKI, JEAN M.
SLUSARSKI, RONALD & LORI
WRUBLEWSKI, DOLORES
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
LUTY, CHET & VIRGINIA
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
WASILEWSKI, WALTER & JOAN
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
JESS, ROBERT & ROSEMARIE
CHAPNICK, RONALD & SONIA
KOZIMER, KENNETH & TANYA
STEFANSKI II, BEN S.
WYDOCK, LAWRENCE
CZARNOWSKI, DIANNE
CZARNOWSKI, DIANNE
KMAN, BEN

JABLONOWSKI, ANTHONY & ROSEM
OLENDER, FRANCIS & JENNIE
GALAUNER, MARK & TRINA
GILLIHAN, HOWARD & ALICE
KARPINSKI, DIANE
WASILEWSKI, WALTER & JOAN
KUZIUS, TERRY & THERESE
CLARK, BARBARA A.
OSTROWSKI, DAN

BERGMAN, ROLF & MARTHA
MICHAEL, JIM & ANNE

BAYSE, NORMAN & ELINOR
PLUCHINSKY, WALTER & ANN
BRAUN, NORMAN & EDNA
PRYER, LEN & HANNA
PALSHOOK, PETER & HELEN
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
BELILL, RICHARD & LUCY
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS
SYZDEK, BRUNO & PHYLLIS



Silent Minority

As we studied a topographical map on the wall in the hallway and discussed the day’s upcoming activity, we
heard a loud whisper in a Slavic accent, “Will you be quiet. We are meditating”. Somewhat startled, we turned
around to see a young man with shaved head, wearing a black robe tied around the waist, awaiting our reaction

to his request.

My friend John and I were staying in the Watra Inn, a quaint lodging in the village of Bukowina Tatrzanska,
which overlooked the beautiful snow-capped Tatra Mountains in southern Poland. When we checked in the day
before, the proprietress promised us an eight o’clock breakfast downstairs. She mentioned something about
musicians also staying the night at the Watra . We were on our way to breakfast when confronted, and we
complied with the request to be quiet. The man retreated down the stairs, as several women, also wearing black
robes, emerged from their rooms and followed him.

We delayed following them down the stairs, partly because we were still somewhat confused by the ordeal, and
because we were unsure if we were to go directly to the dining room, without a formal invitation. Waiting a few
minutes for something to occur, in which nothing did, we beckoned each other to quietly proceed downstairs
from the third floor hallway. The stairs were very squeaky, even though we tried to tip-toe so as to minimize
any noise. Reaching the main floor and finding no one in the office, we continued down the squeaky stairs to
the lower level, assuming it to be the location of the dining room. It was then that a clang from a gong broke
the silence and caused us to suddenly stop, as we came to the bottom of the steps.

Right in front of us, in a side room, was a group of about 14 young people kneeling and meditating, with heads
bowed. About half were men, all with heads shaved, wearing long black robes. All of the women also wore long
black robes, and they had long ponytails. No one spoke, and all appeared to be in deep thought, oblivious to
our presence or to the noises of the stairs. Several bamboo poles, backpacks, and cymbals were scattered on the
floor. Respecting the man’s earlier request, we hesitated, waiting for the activity to cease, before we crossed the
hall to the dining room. Minutes passed, and nothing happened; only total silence and meditation, on our part

as well as theirs.

Finally, the proprietress came down the stairs and beckoned us with an “I don’t know” gesture to follow her. We
proceeded up the stairs, then outside, and down to the dining room by a back entrance for breakfast. She
quietly served us breakfast, and we tried to be as silent as possible, even though we were behind closed doors.
John and I talked in low tones, and we were careful not to bang the dishes or silverware. Then, it happened
again. Another man, having the same attire, opened the door, approached us with a scornful look, and asked us
for our silence, because they were meditating next door. As a result, we tried to be more careful in our attempt
to honor their request. Suddenly, the silence was shattered by nine loud chimes from the large wall clock,
announcing the hour, and we amusingly gestured to cach other as to what reaction the group would have, since
the noise was much louder than our activity. Nothing further happened, and we finished breakfast, fortified to

meet the day’s challenges.

The proprietress entered the dining room through the back way and advised us to follow her to her office on the
main floor, As we were paying our debts and making telephone calls, the meditation ceremony ended. The
participants emerged from the lower level, proceeded up the stairs to their respective rooms, happily conversing
with one another. Several went outside and immediately started to light up cigarettes and carry on a dialogue in
the Polish language. They joked, and the conversation was boisterous.

Reconstructing the situation, with help from the proprietress, it seems the robed guests were a group of
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Bhuddists from Poland and nearby Slovakia. They chose the Watra as a meeting place for meditation, because of

its prominence in peaceful surroundings, similar to those of the Himalaya Mountains. They reserved the Watra

for several days, thinking they would be the only ones there, and they asked that we be evicted, because we
might disrupt their activities. Of course, that did not happen.

I never really thought much about Bhuddism, let alone thinking I would disrupt one of their meditation
sessions. Also, I never anticipated that Bhuddists would be in the Tatra Mountains, in predominantly Catholic
Poland, in this day and age. And most of all, I never anticipated I would be part of a silent minority, catering to
the spiritual requests of Bhuddists, who, as human as the rest of us, have worldly desires. Live and learn.

Continued from page 5

then at The Golden Goose on East 123th St. off of Miles Rd. This was a cement block building next to some
railroad tracks that sat back off the road, with a big parking lot and a side entrance. One walked into the place
and immediately faced a long bar. The dance floor was off to the left and one went through an open double set
of doors to get to it. It was a good sized dance floor with a wooden railing around it to separate the dancing area
from the table area. The music started at 10 PM. so it behooved one to get there at about a quarter to the hour
to get a good table. Once the music started, it seemed that all the “dancing fools” in Cleveland heard the “call”
and the party started. And these were no clodhoppers, although even they were welcome and would have a
good time doing their best. These were young people, in their teens and twenties for the most part, who knew
how to step with the beat of the music and even sing along with the vocalist if they knew the music. The great-
est torment for them at this time, was not to have a partner when one of their favorite pieces was being played
by the orchestra. But this didn’t happen too often. The really good dancers never lacked for partners and they
never refused anyone. And they would rather dance than eat. In all the years that I went there back in the fifties
(and that was practically every weekend), there was never a fight or a brawl. These folks only wanted to dance
and sing and dance some more. They would drink some but it seemed that nobody got really stinko. It was a
wonderful place to go to have a good time in those days.

Then on the way back to the west side along Harvard Ave., if you wanted to stop for a nightcap, there was
always Prak’s Bar which had polka music until closing time. And the dancing there was fast and furious. Many
folks don’t know what all the fuss is about the polka. A person just goes out there and goes round and round and
if you're not use to it, you can get dizzy. And sometimes one wonders what it is about the music. It must touch
some kind of a nerve ending or something that affects people to varying degrees. If you have it bad, you dance
till perspiration drips from nose and forehead and your shirt clings to your body from all the sweat. These were
the days before air conditioning and it’s a wonder that more people didn’t have heart attacks on the floor while
they were dancing. On the far east side, there was also Yankovic’s and The Spotlight with polka music.

Then there were the parish festivals and they all had to have a polka band for a couple of days for their parishio-
ners. Nothing during Advent or Lent, mind you, but any other time of year, it was AOK. They would bring in a
name band from out-of-town, someone with a reputation for having sold a lot of records like a Wojnarowski
from New England or a Henry and the place would be filled to capacity. The Aragon on West 25th St. would
sometime bring in Lil Wally or Wojnarowski on a Wednesday, during the week, for a guest appearance. On the
weekends the Aragon catered to the “big-band sound” customers so they thought they'd bring in Lil Wally
during the week and see what kind of a response they'd get. They found out when polka-lovers filled the enor-
mous dance floor with their shouts and foot-stumping. It was glorious to be there and be a part of it all.

In the decades that followed a gradual change took place. The “dancing fools” probably got married and raised
their families. But that didn’t mean that polka music died. One could still go out of town to the various festivals
and dance til you dropped. Theres still Seven Springs in Pennsylvania where twice a year, on the 4th of July weekend
and sometime in Nov. the polka fraternity gets together. There’s Wildwood, New Jersey where they have a blast
~ every year. The music is continuous from noon until 2 in the morning and if you haven’t have enough, there’s a bar
across the street from the boardwalk where you can enjoy polka music til closing (3:30. I think). Then there’s Ocean
City, MD where you can polka-party with your friends til all hours. And the beat goes on!!! Ed Mendyka
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THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL
SocCIETY OF GREATER CLEVELAND
c/o St. Mary’s PNC CHURCH
1901 WEXFORD AVE.
ParMA, OHIO 44134

VISIT Us ON THE WEB AT: bttp://www.freewebs.com/pgsgc
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“OUR PoLISH ANCESTORS”
is published by

THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Membership dues are $20.00 a year.

President: John F. Szuch
105 Pleasant View Dr., Seville, Ohio 44273

Vice-President:  Ronald Marec
3316 Elsmere Rd., Shaker Hts., Ohio 44120

Treasurer: Richarda Jambrozy ‘
1492 Lewis Dr., Cleveland, Ohio 44107

Secretary: Sonia Chapnick
7897 Gildersleeve Circle, Kirtland, Ohio 44094

e-mail address—edjmendyka@aol.com

Everyone who is interested in Genealogy, and more specifically Polish Genealogy, is welcome to join our
group. We meet the first Tuesday of the month from September thru June at St. Mary’s PNC Church; 5375
Broadview Rd. (corner of Broadview & Wexford); Parma, Ohio. Parking is available in the parish lot, the
entrance of which is on Marietta Ave. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and usually end at 9:30-10:00 PM.

(330) 769-4603

(216) 752-5713

(216) 226-1548

(440) 256-8392

Please submit all correspondence to: PGSGC Newsletter, c/o the return address above.
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