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Letter from President John Szuch

I'm sure most of you remember the 1976-1981 TV series CHARLIE'S ANGELS. Charlie had three Angels
on TV but I, John F. Szuch, President of the Polish Genealogical Society of Greater Cleveland have four!
Pictured here with me are the ladies (Angels) that make my job as President easy:

Left to right: Georgene Jasinski (books speakers for the meetings), Elaine Marec (hostess in charge of
refreshments), Cindy Spikowski (librarian and bulletin editor), and Trina Galauner (in charge of web site).

My hat's off to these ladies who make our organization a pleasure to belong to. When you see them at a
meeting, please give them a pat on the back for the fine job they are doing. For you out of town members
who can't make it to a meeting, why not drop an email or a note in the mail to Cindy or Trina to thank them
for the fine job that they do on the bulletin and web site respectively. If you have any article, information,
or suggestions to the latter two ladies, please feel free to pass them along.

I hope you folks all had a good summer off from our meetings and I look forward to seeing you ALL back
at our meetings when they start up in September. Hopefully, some of you will have had some genealogical
success during the break, and can report it to us?

Welcome--New Members--Witamy

Donald & Patricia Kozlowski SZELMINSKI, FERJUTZ, KULLA, PIOTROWSKI,
GRAMS, DRENSKI, SLIVINSKI, SROCZYNSKI,
SPRINGEL (SZPRINGEL)

Mick Panek SALATA, BOCZEK, WISZNEWSKI

Joseph & Donna Plonski PLONSKI, OLEJNICZAK, RYCHEL,

CHWALINSKA, GRUCHACZ
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ITALIAN OR POLISH?
by Norman Braun

A booklet in Latin and English is available in the library of the Polish Genealogical
Society of Greater Cleveland concerning the Vitellini - Ciofek family. This name has both a
religious and a genealogical significance to Poles in greater Cleveland.

In July, 1980 an article appeared in the Cleveland Press, which has been out of print
since 1985, with the heading "Research Your Name". The author, Edmund M. Ciofek, Sr., is
pictured holding a copy of the above-mentioned booklet. Edmund Ciofek was the son of
Theodor Ciotek, who came to the U. S. from Poland in 1906. Theodor was the father of 11
children. Three were priests, and one was a nun.

The Latin-English book deals with the Ciotek family history back to the year 971 A.D.
It begins with the Vitellini family who originated in Italy. When they moved to Poland, they
took on the name Ciotek because both Vetillini and Ciotek are names related to "bull" or
"calf".

Accompanying this article are the following illustrations:

Page 3 - Cleveland Press article of July 23, 1980.

Page 4 - Baptismal certificate of Teodor Ciotek

Page 5 left - Early family lineage

Page 5 right - Feb. 9, 2008 obituary of the Rev. Canon Joseph F. Ciofek

" CIOLEE, GRAFEN v [KOMOROWSKT:

Readers who would like to learn more
information on this outstanding Polish-
American family of Cleveland, Ohio should
read the text in the four illustrations. For a
really detailed account they should borrow the
Latin-English book from the Polish
Genealogical Society of Greater Cleveland
library.

Left: Front page ot the Vitellini - Ciotek
book.
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Diecezjo tomzynska Dioecesis tomzensis

Ecclesio\ paroecialis
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(Testimonium bopfismi)
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A copy of the baptismal record of his father TEODOR listing Edmund's grandfather ADAM
and his grandmother MAX.GORZATA shown as Teodor's parents.
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Jaite
by Cindy Spikowski

The Cleveland area is fortunate to have a national park to enjoy in all seasons. The
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, which honors the Ohio and Erie Canal corridor, is rich in
natural beauty and history. The canal attracted settlers from various nationalities, but of
particular interest are the Polish settlers who came to that area of northeastern Ohio and
worked at the Jaite Paper Mill.

In 1905, Charles, Robert and Roy Jaite and their brother-in-law, Julius Greckel
opened the Jaite Paper Mill in Northfield Township, just north of Peninsula, Ohio. The Jaite
family was of German heritage and had always worked in paper mills - Charles began
working at the Standard Bag and Paper Company on East 37th Street in Cleveland when he
was twelve years old. They purchased an old farm located near the Cuyahoga River, the
Ohio and Erie Canal, and the Cleveland Terminal and Valley Railroad. With the help of
nearby farmers, they built their own mill and dug artesian wells. They laid their own tracks
and switches to connect the mill to the nearby railroad. The early employees were local
farmers and their sons.

By 1910, however, the census indicates that there were many Polish workers at the
paper mill, and many lived in company housing. There were five double homes on
Riverview Road and six bungalows on Vaughn Road. Rent in these company homes was
seven dollars a month for upper rooms and eight dollars a month for lower rooms. Some
workers (often eighty at a time) slept in shifts at the company store, which also housed the
grocery store and the post office. When one visits the Cuyahoga Valley National Park
today, the headquarters for the park are located in the buildings that were once the Jaite
company town. ‘

Fortunately, although the mill is gone, destroyed by a fire on October 2, 1992, the
mill and its workers have not been forgotten. The park rangers in the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park tell visitors about the Jaite Paper Mill, and the park service has a brochure
available about Jaite Mill. The Peninsula Library has files of information about the paper
mill as well as pictures of people who worked there. A 2004 publication by the Cuyahoga
Valley Historical Museum and the Cuyahoga Valley National Park System, entitled
Cuyahoga Valley, has collected the history of the Cuyahoga Valley National Park, including
the Jaite Paper Mill. Some of the Polish workers, like Ben and Barney Lahoski who worked
at the mill, are pictured in the book, and Julia and Chester Zielenski, who managed the
Boston General Store, are also mentioned.

The Lahoskis and the Zielenskis and many other Polish mill workers and farmers
contributed to the growth and history of the area. Today, the park visitors enjoy bicycling,
hiking, skiing, and bird watching. Hopefully, they also remember the Polish workers
employed at Jaite Paper Mill.
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THE JASTRZEBSKI FAMILY VISITS THE GREAT LAKES EXPOSITION

In the April/June 2008 issue of Our Polish Ancestors there was an article entitled "Polish Participation
in the Great Lakes Exposition". A member of our genealogical society, Richard Szczepinski, shared and article
from the Cleveland News about how his grandmother, great-aunts, great-uncles and his great-grandmother
Rose Jastrzebski, were all treated to a day at the Great Lakes Exposition on June 17, 1937. The Jastrzebski
family won a contest sponsored by the News for being the biggest Polish family in greater Cleveland. Rose and
- her 15 children, ranging in age from 15 to 40 enjoyed the day at the exposition. Rose's husband, Frank, was
unable to attend, as he had to work that day. The entire article may be read on microfilm at the Cleveland

Public Library:

Mihal, John. "Papa Couldn't Go, but the Jastrzebskis - All 16 of Them - Had One Swell Time as
Contest Prizewinners." Cleveland News, June 18, 1937. ‘

IN MEMORY

With sadness, we report the death of James J. Dworznik, brother of Paul Dworznik, a long-standing
member of our genealogical society. The Obituary appeared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer, May 26, 2008.

We also remember Sister Mary Rosette Rospotynski, Sister of St. J oseph, third Order of St. Francis
who died on June 10, 2008 at age 98. Sister Mary Rosette was one of the founding members of our group.

With a heavy heart we report the passing of Michael Lipkowski. He died July 7, 2008 at the age of
55. He was the son of Eugenia Lipowski, brother of Christina Laliberte, James Lipowski, Karen Herak, and
Blaze Lipowski, nephew of Wanda Slusarski, Clementine Zakarowsky, Ed Mendyka and Bernice Konopka.
All are members of the PGSGC. We shall miss him very much. God rest his soul.

Irena Sendler, who was 98 and credited with saving 2,500 Jewish children from the Nazi Holocaust,
died May 12 in Warsaw, Poland.



PGSGC Library

To celebrate the 400th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown, New Perspectives on Jamestown, a
production of the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities has been donated to our library by member, Sonia
Chapnick. The fifth CD of the set, entitled “Global Jamestown and the Poles™ discusses the contribution of
Poles. The five CD set is available in our library.

Roseanne Ewazen shares a new article by Robert Strybel, Polish AffairsWriter entitled “Poles in
Borderless Europe.” It concerns the Schengen Project, which began in 1985 to allow passport-free travel
between France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. It has now been expanded to
include Poland, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Slovenia and Slovakia.
Borderless Europe now extends from the Baltic Sea to the Adriatic. the Schengen System will affect the
cost of visas (the Schengen visas being more expensive) and many have concerns about transnational crime.
Copies of this article are available in our library.

Concert at the Shrine Church of Saint Stanislaus
See the beautiful Shrine Church of Saint Stanislaus while enjoying a concert performed by City
Music Cleveland on Saturday, September 27, 2008 at 7:30 PM. Selections from Richard Strauss, Franz
Joseph Haydn, and Johannes Brahms will be enjoyed in this beautiful, historic church. The Shrine is located
at 3649 East 65th Street in Cleveland’s Slavic Village. Free will offering.

World Vital Records
World Vital Records is the newest genealogical database available through the Cuyahoga County

Public Library. World Vitals Records contains more than 3,000 databases with more than half a billion
names and records. It is one of the fastest growing genealogical databases with new content being added
daily. Some of the records available through World Vital Records are: Everton’s Genealogical Helper,
World War II Army Enlistment Records, historic small town newspapers, and the United Kingdom Censuses
and Birth, Marriage and Death Records. To search.World Vital Records and the other genealogy databases
available through the Cuyahoga County Public Library; click on Premium Genealogy Online Resources
from the Cuyahoga County Public Library’s Genealogy Page. You can search from any branch of the
Cuyahoga County Public Library system or from the comfort of your own home!

JoN1 MIHELICH

Subject Specialist - Genealogy

Cuyahoga County Public Library

Fairview Park Branch

ZIGGY | TOM WILSON

/TmeNiCTHNG

ZIGGY © 1977 ZIGGY AND FRIENDS, INC.
~ Reprinted with permission of UNIVERSAL PRESS

SYNDICATE. All rights reserved.
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What’s Happening

Schedule of Speakers for Upcoming Meetings--
Sept: Norman Braun, Member of PGSGC: Sources.

~ October: Polish Heritage Month — John Szuch, President and Members

November: Ben Kman, Member: Subject - TBA
December: Christmas Party (members)

At our June meeting, we had the pleasure of a presentation (along with a display) by Bernadette
Zubel. Bernadette is a long time activist in Polish cultural doings in the Cleveland area. Currently she is
the Director of Region "F" of the PNA. She also teaches classes on Polish language, dances, Easter egg
decorating, and cooks on some Sundays at the Polish Cultural Center on 65th and Lansing. Those interested
in any of her classes can contact her at: 6zubel@yahoo.com, or by phone at (440) 759-2925. Be sure to
mention to her that you were referred by the PGSGC.

Bernadette Zubel  President John F. Szuch in 1959 visiting plaque honoring the "First Poles" in America

1608-2008 by John F. Szuch

On October 1, 2008, Poles all over the United States will celebrate probably the most important date
in Polish-American history. On that date we Poles will celebrate the 400th anniversary of the landing at
Jamestown, Virginia of the first Poles in America. That handful of Poles paved the way for the millions of
Poles, including our ancestors, who would later immigrate to the United States.

Those first Poles came by invitation from Captain John Smith, not because they were fleeing their
homeland. Smith had invited them because of their trade skills, and the Poles promptly rewarded him the
following year when two of them saved him from drowning at the hands of an Indian chief. Besides their
trade skills in making glass, soap, pitch (the super glue of it’s day), and all sorts of lumber products, they
also brought their work ethic much like our ancestors did. The English noblemen apparently weren't accus-
tomed to manual labor whereas the Poles were.

Shortly after arriving in America the Poles set up the first industry in America, glass making.
Among other firsts the Poles are credited with are the introduction of “bat ball,” which was an early form of
what became known as baseball! Also, in 1619 the Poles are credited with the first strike in America.
Unlike today’s strikes which are usually for more wages or better working conditions, their strike was a
work stoppage for equal voting rights with the Englishmen. Because of their importance to the colony, they
won! For a painting by Arthur Szyk (1894-1951) see http://www.polamcon.org/jamestown/postcard.htm.

What I find interesting about those first Polish immigrants is that the last names of two of them were
Stefanski, and Mata, which happens to be the surnames of three of our members! Who knows, maybe
someday those members will be able to trace their ancestry back to those first Polish settlers? Other sur-
names of those original settlers were: Bogdan, Lowicki, Zrenica, and Sandowski.

We, as Polish-Americans, have a lot to be proud of because of our Polish heritage which now spans
400 years in what is now the United States. Not many nationalities can claim that longevity in the US! |
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THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL
SocIETY OF GREATER CLEVELAND
c/o St. Mary’s PNC CHurcH
1901 WEXFORD AVE.
Parma, Onio 44134

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: http://www.freewebs.com/pgsgc FIrsT CLASS MAIL

“OUuURrR PoLISH ANCESTORS”
is published by

THE PoLisH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF GREATER CLEVELAND

Everyone who is interested in Genealogy, and more specifically Polish Genealogy, is welcome to join
our group. We meet the first Tuesday of the month from September thru June at St. Mary’s PNC Church;
5375 Broadview Rd. (corner of Broadview & Wexford); Parma, Ohio. Parking is available in the parish lot,
the entrance of which is on Marietta Ave. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and usually end at 9:30-10:00 PM.
Membership dues are $20.00 a year.

President: John F. Szuch (330) 769-4603
105 Pleasant View Dr., Seville, Ohio 44273

Vice-President:  Ron Marec (216) 752-7513
3316 Elsmere Rd., Shaker Hts., Ohio 44120

Treasurer: Richarda Jambrozy (216) 226-1548
1492 Lewis Dr., Cleveland, Ohio 44107

Secretary: Sonia Chapnick (440) 256-8392
7897 Gildersleeve Circle, Kirtland, Ohio 44094

Please submit all correspondence to: PGSGC Newsletter, c/o the return address above.
e-mail address—cspikowski@oh.rr.com
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